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The Status of Women Council of the Northwest Territories is planning a two-day territorial women’s 
conference to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of International Women’s Day. The conference will 
be held in Yellowknife from March 7-9, 2011. At least one woman from each community will be 
funded to attend. During the conference there will be discussions and recommendations made to 
further the women’s movement by focusing on next steps women can take in their communities to 
promote positive and healthy change. 

Keynote addresses
1. Gender Based Analysis .
2. Respect, Inclusion and Equality
3. Human Rights

Workshops
•	 Gender-Based Analysis Workshop
•	 Women and Human Rights: Let’s Put Equality Back on Track
•	 Women in Leadership
•	 Women in Non-Traditional Trades
•	 Women’s Health and Wellness

Most workshops will be offered twice so that participants will have the option to attend all of 
them. Throughout the conference women will have a chance to write down their recommendations 
for the next 100 years. The last portion of the conference will be spent taking those 
recommendations	and	setting	attainable	priorities	for	the	next	five,	ten,	20	and	100	years.

 For more information please contact us toll free at 1.888.234.4485, or check out our website at 
www.statusofwomen.nt.ca

Wise Women Awards

Do you know a woman who is a 
positive role model?

Has she been a pillar of strength in 
your community, home or school?

Does she work hard to improve the 
lives of women and  
children ?

Is she a role model for other 
women? 

If so please consider nominating 
her for a wise women award .
Every year on March 8th	five	
northern women are honoured by 
NWT Status of Women Council for 
their dedication and work in the 
community.
Nomination forms will be sent to 
over 500 community agencies. 
To download  a copy of the  
nomination form check out our
website @ 
www.statusofwomen.nt.ca

Deadline for this year is  
January 31, 2011

Celebrating Northern Women: A Century of Achievement 

In this issue:
•	Celebrating Northern Women: 

A Century of Achievement
•	Wise Women Awards
•	Standing Up Against Violence
•	Get to know your Rep
•	Happy Holidays
•	Famous Quotes About Women
•	December 6th Vigil
•	Campaign School for Women

Women Speak

2010 Fall & Winter Newsletter 

Published by the Status of Women Council of the NWT.  Dedicated to achieving equality for 
all women of the Northwest Territories.

Status of Women Council of the NWT
4th Floor Northwest Tower
5201 Franklin Avenue
Box 1320
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9

Toll Free: 1.888.234.4485
Tel: 867.920.6177

Fax: 867.873.0285
Email: council@statusofwomen.nt.ca

Website: statusofwomen.nt.ca

Directors
President: Therese Simon South 
Slave Region

Vice: Su-Ellen Kolback
North Slave Region

Tina Gargan
Decho Region

Ann Marie Tout
Sahtu Region

Georgina Jacobson Masuzumi
Beaufort Delta Region

Staff
Lorraine Phaneuf 
Executive Director

Irene Savoie
Office	Manager

Annemieke Mulders
Programs and Research Manager

Samantha Dechief
Community Development 
Coordinator

A campaign school was held in Yellowknife on October 16th.  Women interested in running 
or helping women with campaigns for the upcoming territorial election in 2011 gathered 
for a one day campaign school workshop. Information on getting started and carry out a 
campaign was presented at the workshop. 

Expertise was offered from current female MLAs, city council, federation of labour and 
NWT Elections provided a backbone of information for women to take home. In addition to 
the workshop a campaign school starter kit was developed and distributed to about 300 
agencies across the north. Copies of the Starter Kit can be downloaded from our website.  

The council is looking into the prospects of another campaign school closer to the 2011 
territorial election.  Many participants said they wanted to see workshops similar to this 
one happen in other communities. If you are interested in hosting a workshop using our 
materials in your community let us know.  We would gladly try to help in any way possible 
and if a little funding is provided we may be able to come and put a workshop on for you.

Campaign School 
for Women



Get to Know 

your Rep!

Georgina Jacobson-
Masuzumi 
 
Director 
Tuktoyaktuk

Appointed  
Sept. 2010

Born and raised in 
Tuktoyaktuk to the 
hunter/trapper/carver 
family of Jimmy and 
Bella Jacobson, eldest 
girl of 10 children.  
Attended Grollier Hall 
in Inuvik, Grandin 

College in Fort Smith, 
Mount Royal College 
in Calgary and Aurora 
College in Inuvik.  I held 
a variety of jobs:  radio 
station announcer for 
CFCT in Tuktoyaktuk, 
aircraft stewardess for 
Canmar, private business 
owner/operator, caterer, 
Recreation Coordinator, 
Remote Camp Manager, 
caretaker for elders’ 
facility and foster parent.  
Other pursuits include 
Hamlet Councillor, 
Elders’ Committee 
member, local advocate 
for social justice and 
taking elders and 
children out on the land 
for traditional activities.  
Recently re-acclaimed 
to the Hamlet Council 
and the GNWT Income 
Support Appeal Board.  I 
also had the pleasure of 
participating in the first 
NWT Elders’ Parliament 
as the Nunakput 
representative.

The 10th annual Family Violence Awareness Week launch was held in Yellowknife on October 4th at the 
Salvation Army. The theme of this year’s launch was “Stand with us – Stop Family Violence” with a focus on 
Elders and the abuse of older adults. Close to 70 people gathered for the launch.   

Later that same evening the Take Back the Night March was held and over 120 people attended.  This was 
one of the most successful marches we have had.  People were joining from the streets and coming out of 
buildings to see what the noise was all about.  The march is to take back the streets so that women feel safe 
to walk at night .  With so many women and men marching a sense of change and new direction was certainly 
there.  The march was led by Gail Cyr on the bullhorn and a large banner that was held by participants.  The 
by-law	and	RCMP	where	there	to	make	sure	traffic	flowed.		A	small	reception	was	held	at	the	Salvation	Army.

The committee that plans the week decided to do something a little different this year around family violence 
awareness.  We decided to send out small $1,000 grants to communities in the north.  The funding was 
to provide a little support so that communities could do their own events throughout the week.  This was a 
great	success	with	five	communities	that	applied	(Inuvik,	Aklavik,	Fort	Providence,	Paulatuk	and	Uluhuktuk).		
In addition to the grants a resource package was sent out to every community in the north reaching more 
then 250 service providers.  The information was also made available on our website and if communities 
wanted hard copies they were encouraged to contact us for more packages.  We sent out several boxes full 
of promotional items to service providers around the north as well.

The resource package contained important information 
around abuse of older adults, including a safety plan, 
a small quiz and some information around care giver 
stress. This information is still available to download 
if you like and we have many posters left just call us at 
1.888.234.4485 or email  
council@statusofwomen.nt.ca. 

Family Violence Awareness Week was sponsored by 
•	 GNWT - Justice
•	 GNWT - Health & Social Services
•	 GNWT - Executive, and 
•	 Northern News Services. 

Famous Quotes About 
Women

“The best judge of 
whether or not a 
country is going to 
develop is how it 
treats its women. If 
it’s educating its girls, 
if women have equal 
rights, that country 
is going to move 
forward. But if women 
are oppressed and 
abused and illiterate, 
then they’re going to 
fall behind.”  
~ BARACK OBAMA, 
Ladies’ Home Journal, 
Sep. 2008

Carrie Chapman Catt

“No written law 
has ever been 
more binding than 
unwritten custom 
supported by popular 
opinion.” 
~ Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Women’s Rights 
Activist [in a speech 
at the Senate] 

The Status of Women Council NWT held our annual open house on December 10th this year and the turn out was 
phenomenal.  We decided to do something a little different and have lunch instead of a traditional open house.  
Over	70	people	came	out	on	one	of	the	coldest	days	this	year.		After	a	full	turkey	dinner	with	all	the	fixings	we	
caught up on events going around the north and possible new adventures in the New Year.  

           At this time the staff at the Council hope that you and your families had a happy holiday.  Stay warm!

Standing Up Against Violence

“Spirits were high with a feeling that social 
change was just around the corner” 

~ Lorraine Phaneuf

This year, the annual candlelight Vigil was held from 7-8:30 p.m. on Monday, December 6th 
at the Salvation Army in Yellowknife. About one hundred people gathered to mourn the 21th 
anniversary of the Montreal Massacre. A candle was lit for each of the fourteen women who 
were killed that day. 

 The annual National Day of Remembrance and Action Vigil is an event dedicated to address 
violence against women and to remember the fourteen women who were massacred in 
Montreal on December 6, 1989,  at l’École Polytechnique de Montréal due to gender-based 
violence. The gunman who took those women’s lives was the product of our society, and a world 
that has refused to put an end to the cycle of violence. 

The event was sponsored by the Status of Women Council, Northern Territories Federation of 
Labour, the Union of Norther Workers, Victim Services and the Yellowknife Co-op.


