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Partner Profiles
Coalition Against Family Violence NWT
The Coalition (CAFV) was established in 1999 and is a territorial interagency group 
that brings together individuals, non-government and government agencies to share 
information and undertake projects in keeping with the vision. The Coalition meets 
once a month; specific project committees also meet at least monthly.  The CAFV 
envisions a peaceful, equitable society where all Territorial residents, as individuals, 
members of families, communities, organizations or governments, are valued, 
respected, safe and free from abuse, violence, and inequalities.

Centre for Response-Base Practice
The Centre for Response-Based Practice aims to provide and promote socially just 
and effective responses to violence and other forms of oppression and adversity, 
through direct service (e.g. counselling), education, research, supervision and 
advocacy. The Centre also aims to join with individuals and organizations, nationally 
and internationally, in the development and application of Response-Based Practice.

Status of Women Council of the NWT
The Council was established under the NWT Status of Women Council Act in April 
1990. Its mandate is to work towards the equality of women through; advice to the 
Government of the NWT; research; public education; advocating on behalf of all 
women; and assistance to women’s groups and other groups working on issues of 
concern to women.  The Council has an appointed board of five women (one from 
each region) by the Minister Responsible for the Status of Women.  

YWCA Yellowknife
The YWCA builds safe and equitable communities where women, families and 
people living with disabilities can realize their full potential. Whether you are woman 
fleeing family violence, a family needing transitional or emergency housing, a person 
with special needs who needs support housing or you are looking for after-school 
programs for children, the YWCA is the place to come. Since 1966 we have been 
a leading provider of housing and services for the most vulnerable people in our 
community. 

G Division RCMP
As a partner to the Federal Family Violence Initiative, the RCMP National Crime 
Prevention Services receives annual funding to distribute to RCMP detachments, 
non-profit community organizations as well as municipal, provincial and territorial 
partners to support communities in responding to family violence, victim issues and 
sexual assault investigators courses. “G” Division RCMP has generously received 
funding from this initiative and is proud to be one of the host organizations for In 
Dignity 2014.  

Growing Together
Growing Together serves low income, single parent, Aboriginal/Métis/Inuit and/or 
teens that are pregnant and need help with pre/postnatal information or support 
such as nutrition consultations, breast-feeding, FASD information and much more.



Agenda

7:30 Registration & Breakfast

8:30 Opening 
 MC Lois Little, Lutra Associates 
 Lorraine Phanuef, Executive Director of the Status of Women Council NWT 
 Lyda Fuller, Executive Director of the YWCA 

8:50 Prayer 
 Gerri Sharpe-Staples

9:00 In Dignity: Forming Effective Responses to Violence and Injustice 
 Cathy Richardson & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

10:30 Break

10:45 “Shame on You”: Using Language to Conceal Violence and Blame  
  Victims  
 Linda Coates & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice 

12:15 Lunch

1:00 Child Protection and Children in Care 
 Shelly Bonnah & Cathy Richardson, Centre for Response-Based Practice

2:30 Break

2:45 Resistance and Social Responses: Examples from Mainstream Media 
 Lissa Sammantaraya-Shivji, Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter

4:00 Closing

February 18, 2014
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NWT Seniors Society
The NWT Seniors’ Society is a non-profit organization incorporated in 1983 under 
the Societies Act of the NWT.  The Society provides information, acts as a resource 
and support for seniors and elders across the NWT. The Society is the only voluntary 
agency representing the individual and collective interests of all seniors and 
elders in the NWT.  Our mandate is to ensure seniors have dignity, independence, 
participation, fairness and security within the community.

GNWT 
The GNWT has been a strong supporter of family violence initiatives. They have 
actively worked with the Coalition Against Family Violence NWT to implement two 
Action Plans and will continue their work through projects and training such as this 
conference.

3:30pm - 6:30pm  Early Registration

February 17, 2014



Agenda

8:30 Breakfast

9:00 Working with Children in Transition House and Counseling Settings 
 Renee-Claude Carriere, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse  
 Shelly Bonnah & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

10:30 Break

10:45 Responding to Abuse of Older Adults 
 Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice 
 Barb Hood, NWT Seniors’ Society 
 Greg Towler, RCMP “G” Division

12:15 Lunch

1:00 The Social Cell: Embodied Responses to Interpersonal Violence  
 Brenda Adams, Private Practice

2:30 Break

2:45 Response-Based Neurology in Psychiatric Practice 
 Robin Routledge, Private Practice

4:00 Closing

8:30 Breakfast

9:00 Together for Justice: Addressing RCMP Responses to Indigenous 
  Women 
 Ann Maje Raider, Residential School Health Support Worker 
 Cst. Kelly Manweiller, RCMP “M” Division SRU 
 Barb McInerney, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse  
 Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

10:30 Break

10:45 Response-Based Practice with Perpetrators and Victims 
 Gillian Weaver-Dunlop & Cindy Ogden, Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter

12:15 Lunch

1:00 Re-Thinking the Cycle of Violence 
 Linda Coates & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

2:30 Break

2:45 Integrating Feminist and Response-Based Practice at Kaishees Place 
 Barb McInerney & Renee-Claude Carriere, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse 

4:00 Closing Remarks
4:15 Prayer 
 William Greenland

4:20 Conference Closed

February 19, 2014
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February 20, 2014



Presenters
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Brenda Adams, M.D., RCC
Private Practice

Brenda Adams M.D., RCC is a Principal Faculty member with the City 
University of Seattle Master of Counselling program on Vancouver 
Island. She also works as a counsellor in private practice and with 
H’ulh-etun Health Society. She has extensive experience working 
with First Nations communities on Haida Gwaii (formerly The Queen 
Charlotte Islands) and on Vancouver Island. Her special interests 
include counselling those who have experienced or perpetrated 
violence and those who are experiencing grief. Drawing on the 
response-based approach developed by Allan Wade and colleagues, 

she developed a response-based approach to grief counselling, with special applications to 
counselling people after the death of a family member who abused them. She also combines 
her background in medicine and counselling to examine implications of leading edge gene-
environment and epigenetic research for counselling and other social responses to violence. 
She has presented at local, provincial, and national events.

Shelly Bonnah
Associate, Centre for Response Based Practice, BC. 

Shelly Bonnah is the Chief Operating Officer and Clinical Director for 
Interior Community Services in Kamloops, British Columbia. Shelly is 
an Associate with the Centre for Response-Based Practice, and works 
with Allan Wade, Linda Coates and Cathy Richardson to conduct 
research and provide training in the areas of working with children 
and families who are victims or perpetrators of violence and leaders 
of organizations who are invested in addressing issues of violence in 
their workplaces. Shelly also teaches Family Therapy and Counselling 

courses through the Family Therapy Centre in Kamloops, BC. She has a MA in Counselling 
Psychology from City University of Seattle, and is currently a Ph.D. student at the TAOS 
institute / Tilburg University.

Linda Coates, Ph. D.
Okanagan College, Psychology, Kelowna, BC; Co-Founder 
Centre for Response Based Practice

Linda Coates has received international acclaim from researchers, legal 
and mental health professionals, and victims’ advocates for her work 
on the connection between violence and language in diverse settings. 
She has worked closely with Allan Wade and Nick Todd in developing 
the Response-Based approach to community work and therapy with 
victims and perpetrators and is Associate Professor of Psychology at 
Okanagan College. Linda has published numerous articles and book 
chapters on the connection between violence and language.



Renee Claude-Carrier
Assistant Executive Director, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse 

Feminist activist Renee-Claude Carrier has devoted her career to 
ending violence against women and advocating for equality for 
women. Among her proudest achievements are the workshops she 
has created to raise awareness of these issues, educating diverse 
groups including elementary school children to federal court judges. 
She also helped develop a video and training manual with a strong 
emphasis on the North, to sensitize professionals in rural communities 
to the issues of family violence. Renee was raised in Quebec and 
speaks both French and English fluently.

Renee first began her activist career at L’Auberge Transition, a women’s shelter in Montreal, 
in 1993. She is now the Assistant Executive Director of the Yukon Women’s Transition Home 
Society, also known as Kaushee’s Place. Over the years, she has collaborated with other 
shelter activists from around the world to examine the progression of the women’s movement 
and to redirect our global direction toward women’s equality. Now, Renee is seen by her 
community as an expert on understanding women’s resistance to violence and how language 
often re-victimizes women. Renee works daily to advocate for women and women’s rights on 
an individual and societal level.  Renee has been invited to speak at many public occasions, 
such as Take Back the Night demonstrations, and December 6 events commemorating 
the massacre of women at the Ecole Polytechnique. Her expertise is often requested by 
government departments and agencies for workshops and consultations.

Renee is empowered and energized by women’s resilience, responses, and resourcefulness, 
and she is always honoured when women share their stories with her.
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Lyda Fuller
Executive Director, YWCA Yellowknife

Lyda Fuller is currently the Executive Director of the YWCA Yellowknife, 
a position she has held for the past fifteen years.  She leads a large, 
multi-service agency with a mission of improving the well-being and 
independence of people, particularly women.  Lyda provides support 
to program areas that include a 12 bed shelter for women and their 
children experiencing intimate partner violence, a 39 unit housing 
complex for homeless families, a variety of after school child care 
programs, programs to strengthen and support self-development 
for girls, and residential in-home and outreach support services for 

adults with disabilities.  The YWCA Yellowknife acts as the coordinator for capacity building in 
the five NWT shelters for women experiencing intimate partner violence.

William Greenland
William Greenland is best known as an award winning Gwich’in 
radio host on CKLB Radio in Yellowknife, who has received national 
recognition.  He has received the NWT premier’s award for his work with 
the NWT Youth Ambassadors Program.  He has traveled extensively 
with his music and work as a Radio Broadcaster. Today William works 
for the Healing Drum Society in a new program “Wek’èahkaa Healing 
Program” for men who have used violence and abuse in their intimate 
relationships. We are especially blessed to hear his amazing talents 
with the Native American Flute. 
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Barb Hood
Executive Director, NWT Senors’ Society 

Barb Hood joined the NWT Seniors’ Society in July 1999 and still 
remains as the Society’s Executive Director.  Under her guidance, 
and with the help of many exemplary community volunteers, staff 
and Board Members, Barb has seen much growth and prosperity 
for Seniors throughout the NWT.  She is dedicated to connecting 
the NWT on issues related to older adults and passionate 
about helping maintain their dignity and safety in the north.  
Barb is consulted by groups and organizations across the country 

about issues affecting older adults in the NWT and contributes to developing best practices 
and tools that help older adults in other jurisdictions based on her knowledge and experience 
in working in isolated northern communities.  Barb is happy to share her experiences from 
delivering workshops and trainings to older adults, service providers and community leaders 
over the past 15 years.

Constable Kelly Manweiller
RCMP “M” Division SRU

Constable Kelly Manweiller is a 13 year Constable with the RCMP, 
currently stationed in “M” Division in the Specialized Response Unit, 
(SRU). The SRU focuses on domestic violence, child abuse, abuse of 
older adults and sexualized assaults. Prior to SRU, Cst. Manweiller 
worked in the Major Crimes Unit for “M” Division for two years, 
was a Watch Commander in Whitehorse for one year and served in 
northern Manitoba for nine years.  Cst Manweiller has a BA from the 
University of Winnipeg with a double major in Conflict Resolution 
and Justice and Law Enforcement. Cst Manweiller teaches Step-Wise 

Child Interviewing and has been recognized as a local expert in this area.

Lois Little
Co-Founder of Lutra Associates, Yellowknife

Lois Little has lived and worked in the Yukon, Nunavut, and Northwest 
Territories since 1969 and has resided in Yellowknife since 1975. She 
is the founding partner of Lutra Associates Ltd., a Yellowknife-based 
socio-economic research and management consulting firm that 
was established in 1978. In her work with Lutra, Lois has led or 
participated in over 400 research, evaluation, and program/project 
design assignments on behalf of the firm. Her work focuses on the 
social, cultural, and economic spheres of northern life.
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Cindy Ogden, M.S.W., R.S.W
Counselor, Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter

Cindy Ogden is currently a therapist at the Men’s Counselling Service 
of the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter, as well as a PhD student 
at the University of Calgary, Faculty of Social Work. For the past 23 
years, Cindy’s work, both as a clinician and a research associate, has 
focused on issues related to violence against women and children.

Lorraine Phaneuf
Executive Director, Status of Women Council of the NWT

Lorraine Phaneuf is currently the Executive Director for the Status 
of Women Council of the NWT.  Having worked for women’s 
organizations for over 15 years, Lorraine focuses her attention on 
the political, economic and social issues facing women in NWT, and 
working toward solutions to address those issues.  She currently co 
chairs the Coalition Against Family Violence. In addition she sits on 
various boards and advisory boards that work to improve the lives of 
women and children.

Ann Maje Raider
Residential School Health Support Worker of Liard Aboriginal 
Women’s Society, Watson Lake, Yukon.

 Ann Maje Raider was the first democratically elected Chief of the 
Liard First Nation where she served in office from 1992-1998. In 
1999 Ann, along with other passionate Kaska women, organized the 
Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society (LAWS) in order to implement a 
comprehensive healing strategy to address the physical and sexual 
abuse of residential schools. Through LAWS and her term in political 
office, Ann has designed and managed multiple projects that focus 
on healing from the events of residential schools and colonization, 

while also addressing the healing that is needed for individuals who were victims of family 
violence or unhealthy and toxic circumstances.

Ann is currently the Residential School Health Support Worker of Liard Aboriginal Women’s 
Society.  She is dedicated to working to end violence and colonialism against women. 

Barbara McInerney

Executive Director Kaushee’s Place Housing Society /Yukon 
Women’s Transition Home Society Whitehorse, Yukon

Barbara McInerney has worked in the anti-violence movement since 
1990. She is the Executive Director of Kaushee’s Place Housing Society 
and the Yukon Women’s Transition Home Society in Whitehorse, Yukon 
where she has worked since 2000. In 2010, Barb began work with 
a coalition of women during the Review of Yukon’s Police Force. She 
remains active in the implementation of the recommendations from 
the Review, focusing on relationship building, policy development 

and training. She is an activist, advocate, feminist, mother and grandmother who is dedicated 
to the advancement and equality of women.
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Cathy Richardson, Ph.D, Associate Professor
Indigenous Specializations, School of Social Work, University 
of Victoria, Victoria, B.C.

Dr. Catherine Richardson is a family and community therapist 
specializing in practice and research involving recovery from violence. 
She is currently involved in advancing response-based practice 
and does violence prevention work in a number of settings – with 
Indigenous communities, with women who have been assaulted, and 
in child protection settings.

She is a co-founder of the Centre for Response-Based Practice and an Assistant Professor 
in the School of Social Work at the University of Victoria. Dr. Richardson is interested in the 
intersections of social justice, resistance knowledges, culture and spirituality. She is currently 
involved in a number of research projects, several with her colleague, Dr. Allan Wade. She 
has presented her work at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and 
has been published in scholarly journals. Currently she is involved in a number of research 
projects related to structural violence and youth, activism and holistic healing. She lives in 
Cowichan Bay with her three children.

Dr. Robin Routledge
Private Practice

Robin Routledge is a former psychiatric nurse (graduated Alberta 
Hospital 1969), a present psychiatrist (Calgary, 1980), and family 
therapist of the systemic persuasion. He’s been on the faculties of 
these Universities: Calgary, U Victoria, UBC, and City U of Seattle. 
He’s been a lecturer, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor and a 
member of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Presently he teaches 
medical students in the UBC Island Medical Program, and counselling 
in City University. Robin practices general psychiatry in the Cowichan 
Communities in the context of community and hospital teams. Being 

on-call and available means being ready to meet a person with any form of suffering and 
provide a healing response. He’s not a neurologist.

Lissa Samantaraya-Shivji, B.Sc.
Manager of Strategic Development & Evaluation, Calgary 
Women’s Emergency Shelter, Calgary AB

Lissa Samantaraya-Shivji is the Manager of Strategic Development 
and Evaluation at the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. Her role at the organization focuses on program 
evaluation for all shelter and community-based programs, leading 
strategic planning for the organization, and overseeing research 
projects and initiatives. Lissa has completed multiple research 
projects assessing the long-term outcomes of several programs 

and examining the experiences of victims of abuse. Lissa was a significant contributor to 
the Alberta Council of Women’s Shelter province-wide Danger Assessment research project 
examining lethality risk of abused women, and is a certified Danger Assessment Trainer.
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Gerri Sharpe-Staples

Gerri Sharpe-Staples was born in Yellowknife but is actually from 
Gjoa Haven, NWT.  She lived in Inuvik for 21 years, before going to 
Rankin Inlet for 14 months,  then moving to Yellowknife to work at 
the Workers Safety & Compensation Commission.  Gerri was part of 
a group that started the first on the job day care back in l994. She 
has sat on the Inuvik Transition House Board and was President of 
the Status of Women Council for the NWT.  She has always held a 
strong spirit and a strong connection to her people which one can 
see through her art and through the traditional tattoos on her face.

Allan Wade, Ph.D.
Private Practice, City University of Seattle, Duncan B.C.

Allan lives on Vancouver Island where he works in private practice as 
a family therapist and researcher. Allan is primarily concerned with 
addressing the problem of violence in all its forms and in promoting 
socially just legal and human services work. With Linda Coates and 
Nick Todd, Allan has developed a Response-Based approach to working 
with victims and perpetrators of violence. Allan is senior faculty 
with the Master of Counselling Program, City University of Seattle 
and Adjunct Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of 
Victoria.

Gillian Weaver-Dunlop, M.S.W., R.S.W.

Manager, Men’s Counselling Service, Calgary AB

Gillian has worked with the Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter 
since 2003, first as Manager of Research and Evaluation, and - for 
the past five years - as Manager of the Men’s Counselling Service. As 
part of her current role, Gillian provides therapy to perpetrators of 
family violence, as well as to their partners. She has also worked as a 
research associate with RESOLVE Alberta, part of a tri-provincial family 
violence research network. Gillian has co-authored publications from 
a response-based perspective, including “Honouring Resistance”, 
and “Choosing to Change”.

Greg Towler
Family Violence Coordinator, RCMP “G” Division Yellowknife

Greg Towler is the family violence coordinator with the RCMP “G” 
Division in Yellowknife.  This new position was created in April 2013, 
based on the recommendations of the territory’s latest Family Violence 
Action Plan, released in 2009. Greg is responsible for ensuring 
members of the RCMP across the NWT have the necessary training 
to respond appropriately to family violence.  He is tasked to work 
closely with community organizations and RCMP members to create a 
more coordinated approach when family violence occurs in northern 
homes. 
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Presentation Descriptions
In Dignity: Forming Effective Responses to Violence and Injustice
Cathy Richardson & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

A close look shows that people always respond to adversity and resist violence, of 
all kinds.  In this opening keynote, Cathy and Allan will present the main points of 
response-based practice, with a focus on dignity.  Using examples, they will show 
how people work to retain their dignity and the dignity of their loves ones, in the 
face of violence.  Allan and Cathy will also present an outline of the three-day 
conference.  

“Shame on You”: Using Language to Conceal Violence and Blame Victims
Linda Coates & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

Consent law in Canada and internationally says that children and youth ages 15 
and younger cannot consent to sex.  This means that it is wrong to suggest that 
children/youth are participants in sex.  Yet in Canada and elsewhere, children/
youth are widely portrayed as engaged in sexual activities with adults, and adults 
with children.  Confusing sex with violence increases the confusion and, for many 
children/youth, fosters a painful sense of shame or guilt.  Linda and Allan will 
show examples from Canadian criminal justice and professionals and describe the 
international campaign they have initiated to address this serious social problem.
 
Child Protection and Children in Care in Response-Base Practice
Shelly Bonnah & Cathy Richardson, Centre for Response-Based Practice

Intimate partner violence presents daunting challenges in family law, where 
decisions about parenting and child safety are the primary concern. Child protection 
teams vary in how they respond to intimate partner violence when there is a so-
called custody and access dispute and sometimes refuse to intervene at all. As 
well, the Court often orders former partners to obtain a custody and access report, 
to aid in its decision-making. However the Court may not know how to evaluate 
expert psychological evidence and how much weight to give expert reports. Many 
professionals doing a custody and access report do not adequately take into account 
violence and the resulting safety issues.  Using detailed examples, we present an 
analysis of the context in which such assessments are carried out, and the biases 
and outcomes of common psychological tests and misconceptions about victims and 
offenders. We present an alternative practice framework and show how to obtain 
more just and accurate descriptions.

Resistance and Social Responses: Examples from Mainstream Media
Lissa Samantaraya-Shivji, Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter

Views of victims of family violence as ‘passive’ or ‘compliant’ with the abuse they 
experience inundate mainstream media. Consistent with the response-based 
approach, people tend not to notice the ways victims resist abuse. In this workshop, 
we examine various forms of popular culture – movies, television, music, literature 
– and examples of resistance. We underscore the main tenets of the approach in 
efforts to refocus attention on the ways people resist violence and abuse versus 
the ‘effects’ of violence. We will follow up with an interactive discussion about the 
influence of language, how it impacts our views of victims, and how powerful these 
portrayals can be in terms of affecting our social responses to violence.
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Working with Children in Transition House and Counseling Settings
Renee-Claude Carriere, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse 
Shelly Bonnah & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

Working with children who have experienced violence presents unique opportunities 
to acknowledge and uplift the mother-child bond, which is often attacked in the 
course of domestic and family violence, and to honour children’s ever-present 
resistance to violence and efforts to protect and preserve their families.  Renee-
Claude, Shelly, and Allan will give examples of their work in transition house and 
counselling settings and raise questions that arise when children’s resistance is 
acknowledged.

Responding to Abuse of Older Adults 
Alan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice 
Barb Hood, NWT Senors’ Society 
Greg Towler, RCMP “G” Division 

Building and maintaining relationships and community support networks to eliminate 
abuse of older adults is challenging but rewarding work.  There is still a need to 
raise awareness, educate and train those around us about older adult abuse and 
which responses will work best when trying to help and maintain safety.  This 
presentation will bring together what the NWT Network to Prevent Abuse of Older 
Adults and the RCMP “G” Division have been doing to help prevent and raise 
awareness around this issue.  Allan Wade will help tie these practices together 
using a response-based lens and demonstrate how this approach can be an asset to 
service providers when supporting older adults and their social networks.

The Social Cell: Embodied Responses to Interpersonal Violence
Brenda Adams, Private Practice

Recent research indicates cellular processes are responsive to the social 
environment! In fact, the field of epigenetics reveals dynamic responsiveness to 
social environment at the level of gene expression. In addition, there has been an 
explosion in research examining interactions between common genetic variations 
and social environments. Researchers studying responses to adverse environments 
have claimed those with certain genetic makeups are more vulnerable to adversity. 
However, research examining responses to wider ranges of environments, 
including supportive social responses, suggests those characterized as vulnerable 
in previous studies are actually more responsive to both adversity and supportive 
social responses. Thus, those most likely to suffer or become aggressive following 
exposure to adversity may also be most likely to benefit from supportive social 
responses and to thrive under favourable conditions. These findings have profound 
implications for guiding social responses to violence, yet little information has 
reached front-line workers. In this presentation, Brenda highlights recent gene-
environment and epigenetic research and proposes implications for therapy and 
other social responses to those who have experienced or perpetrated violence.
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Response-Based Neurology in Psychiatric Practice
Robin Routledge, Private Practice

This talk will explore the structure and function of the human nervous system as 
a response. Robin will describe three parts: first, sensation of the environment 
by sensors; second, creating a three dimensional map across time from those 
sensations and assigning meanings to those perceptions; then third, acting on and 
in that perceived meaningful environment. Robin will describe not just motion as an 
action, but also language, numerical calculation and even compassion. He will also 
touch on neuroplasticity and epigenetics as responses to the environment.

Having established the nervous system as an interacting part of our environment, 
psychiatry itself will be reviewed as a response to social and physical events of the 
last 200 years. From that we will review the evidence within psychiatry that human 
suffering is powerfully responsive to events and circumstances around us.

Psychiatry’s recent idea of “trauma informed care” is an example of where Response 
Based ideas can clarify muddied water. Trauma-Informed care has made the 
laudable jump from asking “What’s wrong with you?” to “What’s happened to you?” 
Response Based thinking can help move this on to a more useful question: “What’s 
been the response?”

Together for Justice
Ann Maje Raider, Residential School Health Support Worker of Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society 
Cst. Kelly Manweiller, (RCMP) “M” Division in the Specialized Response Unit 
Barb McInerney Kaishees, Place: Whitehorse 
Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

Together for Justice is a project of the Liard Aboriginal Women’s Society (LAWS), the 
Yukon Women’s Coalition, and the R.C.M.P. The purpose of the project is to improve 
R.C.M.P. responses to violence in Kaska Dene communities, centred in Watson Lake, 
and to Indigenous communities throughout the Yukon. To this end, LAWS hosted a 
series of gatherings over a period of two years, involving command and street level 
R.C.M.P., women’s organizations and activists, community members and Kaska Dene 
representatives, including elders. The presenters, all participants in the project, will 
speak to the context and origins of the project, the activities at various gatherings, 
developments in R.C.M.P. response to violence in the Yukon, and the development of 
more just and effective working relationships.

Response-Based Practice with Perpetrators and Victims 
Gillian Weaver-Dunlop & Cindy Ogden, Calgary Women’s Emergency Shelter

Traditional effects-based approaches to therapeutic work with men who have abused 
others often attempt to intervene by correcting personal deficits assumed to be 
causing the violence.  This not only creates a hierarchical counselling relationship 
but can inadvertently excuse abusive actions.  In this presentation, we outline 
a response-based alternative that emphasizes questions of choice, agency and 
volition within a collaborative therapeutic relationship.  Rather than impose external 
correction, we pay attention to how men discribe their abusive acts and position 
themselves as agents of those acts as we work toward supporting them in their own 
acts of self-correction.  This presentation will also focus on our work with victims of 
violence, since working with men’s partners is an integral part of response-based 
work with perpetrators.
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Rethinking the Cycle of Violence
Linda Coates & Allan Wade, Centre for Response-Based Practice

The Cycle Theory of Violence (Walker, 1979) has formed the basis of responses 
to violence against women in diverse settings (e.g., shelters, police, courts, 
academics). It is in such widespread use, that very frequently, people call it the 
“cycle of violence” and omit that this is not fact but theory. In this workshop, we 
will show how this theory minimizes violence against women, obscures perpetrator 
responsibility for that violence, blames women, and obfuscates women’s resistance.

Integrating Feminist and Response-Based Practice at Kaushees Place
Barb McInerney & Renee-Claude Carriere, Kaishees Place: Whitehorse Women’s Shelter

This workshop will examine language and techniques used in maintaining women’s 
dignity and respect. We will challenge the patriarchal labels that are imposed on 
women who experience violence and will use women’s stories to identify the active 
resistance by the women and their children who have experienced violence.

There will be practical tools in the use of language in conversations, forms, safety 
planning management of staff, evaluations and even in our self counsel.
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Other Information 

If you are interested in receiving a copy of the presentations given during the conference, please 
email the Status of Women Council of the NWT at council@statusofwomen.nt.ca or call us toll 
free at 1-888-234-4485. 

The Council also sends out regular mail outs throughout the year around a variety of topics. 
Please contact us if you would like to receive these mail outs.  If you would like to know anything 
else the Council is up to, either like us on Facebook or visit our website at 

www.statusofwomen.nt.ca



Thank you for your support

Growing Together


