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Feminism is the advocacy of women’s rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes.

While a lot of people may think that feminism is just for women that hate men they would be mistaken.  
Feminism is the belief that men and women have the right to be treated equally.  This extends to every 
aspect in life, including but not limited to, equal pay for equal work, the right to vote, the right to be 
considered a person under the law, the right to safety and control over their own bodies, and the right to 
equal opportunity. 

The reason why it is called feminism and not equalisim is because “men, as a group, have traditional 
enjoyed higher social and institutional power compared to women, and historically have used this power 
to	prohibit,	restrict	or	limit	women’s	legal,	financial,	health,	and	access	to	their	rights.	”1  Having the 
“fem”	in	the	title	ensures	that	women’s	rights	are	not	lost	in	the	battle.		This	does	not	mean	that	men	
are not oppressed either.  Men are also expected to be hyper masculine, agressive/dominant and hold 
certain positions in jobs, make certain wages, etc. Both women and men often have different roles within 
their social/cultural context that they are expected to play out and when striving to live within these 
constructions inequality thrives.

This is where feminism has gotten its bad wrap.  There are extremists out there that called themselves 
feminists	but	are	not	working	with	the	true	definition	of	equality	of	the	sexes	and	only	want	to	replace	
male dominated power with female dominated power, which solves nothing but to perpetuate more 
inequality.  The true meaning of the word is to help both sexes achieve an equal ground where one is no 
longer	a	“female	premier”	or	a	“male	nurse”	defined	by	their	sex,	but	simply	recoginized	on	the	merit	of	
their work, paid accordingly and treated as a person with the same rights as all people.  

If	you	are	still	wondering	“why	feminism”	please	check	out	www.whoneedsfeminism.com
1Gender Based Equality	by	Women’s	Advisory	Office	(2010)

Clean Sweep

It	‘s	busy	here	at	the	office	and	
we are not often able to get 
to spring cleaning as much as 
we would like.  However, over 
the summer we lucked out 
and	had	an	amazing	person	
come	in	and	help	us	organize	
all of our promo, weed through 
our	library	and	reorganize	
everything	that	needed	to	find	
a new place.

At this time we would like to 
formally thank Sarah Pope 
for her hard work.  Sarah and 
her daughter Arayah continue 
to volunteer at the council for 
various mail outs and events 
with great enthusiasm. 

If you are in Yellowknife you 
should drop by and see all the 
changes and let us know what 
you think.
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Looking for New Board Member for North Slave 
The Council is looking for a new board member for the North Slave 
Region.  The board of directors for the Council is appointed by the Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women.  The board meets face-to-face twice a 
year and hosts conference calls at least four times a year or on an as needed 
basis. 

All inquiries must go through the Women’s Special Advisor and not through 
our	office.			If	you	live	in	the	North	Slave	Region	and	are	interested	please	
pass your resume along to the Women’s Special Advisor, Gail Cyr, at 
gail_cyr@gov.nt.ca.	You	can	also	call	her	at	(867)	873-7789.		

Women Speak
2013 Fall/Winter Newsletter 

Published by the Status of Women Council of the NWT.  Dedicated to achieving equality for 
all women of the Northwest Territories.

Like us on facebook for the most up-to-date information!!

I’M GONNA BE AN ENGINEER ~ Peggy Seeger Continued... 

I only wish that I could be a lady
I’d do the lovely things that a lady’s s’posed to do
I wouldn’t even mind if only they would pay me
Then I could be a person too.

What price for a woman?
You can buy her for a ring of gold,
To love and obey, without any pay,
You get a cook and a nurse for better or worse
You don’t need a purse when a lady is sold.

Oh, but now the times are harder and me Jimmy’s got the sack;
I went down to Vicker’s, they were glad o have me back.
But I’m a third-class citizen, my wages tell me that
But I’m a first-class engineer!

The boss he says “We pay you as a lady,
You only got the job because I can’t afford a man,
With you I keep the profits high as may be,
You’re just a cheaper pair of hands.”

You got one fault, you’re a woman;
You’re not worth the equal pay.
A b**** or a tart, you’re nothing but heart,
Shallow and vain, you’ve got no brain,

Well, I listened to my mother and I joined a typing pool
Listened to my lover and I put him through his school
If I listen to the boss, I’m just a bloody fool
And an underpaid engineer
I been a sucker ever since I was a baby
As a daughter, as a mother, as a lover, as a dear
But I’ll fight them as a woman, not a lady
I’ll fight them as an engineer!



I’M GONNA BE AN ENGINEER ~ Peggy Seeger

When I was a little girl I wished I was a boy
I tagged along behind the gang and wore my corduroys.
Everybody said I only did it to annoy
But I was gonna be an engineer

Mamma said, “Why can’t you be a lady?
Your duty is to make me the mother of a pearl
Wait until you’re older, dear
And maybe you’ll be glad that you’re a girl.

Dainty as a Dresden statue, gentle as a Jersey cow,
Smooth as silk, gives cream and milk
Learn to coo, learn to moo
That’s what you do to be a lady, now.

When I went to school I learned to write and how to read
History, geography and home economy
And typing is a skill that every girl is sure to need
To while away the extra time until the time to breed
And then they had the nerve to ask, what would I like to be?
I says, “I’m gonna be an engineer!”

“No, you only need to learn to be a lady
The duty isn’t yours, for to try to run the world
An engineer could never have a baby
Remember, dear, that you’re a girl”

She’s smart --- for a woman.
I wonder how she got that way?
You get no choice, you get no voice
Just stay mum, pretend you’re dumb.
That’s how you come to be a lady, today.

Well, I started as a typist but I studied on the sly
Working out the day and night so I could qualify
And every time the boss came in, he pinched me on the thigh
Said, “I’ve never had an engineer!”
“You owe it to the job to be a lady
The duty of the staff is to give the boss a whirl
The wages that you get are crummy, maybe
But it’s all you get, ‘cause you’re a girl”

Then Jimmy came along and we set up a conjugation
We were busy every night with loving recreation
I spent my days at work so he could get an education
And now he’s an engineer!

He said: “I know you’ll always be a lady
The duty of my darling is to love me all her life
Could an engineer look after or obey me?
Remember, dear, that you’re my wife!”

As soon a Jimmy got a job, I studied hard again
Then busy at me turret-lathe a year or two, and then
The morning that the twins were born, Jimmy says to them
“Your mother was an engineer!”
“You owe it to the kids to be a lady
Dainty as a dish-rag, faithful as a chow
Stay at home, you got to mind the baby
Remember you’re a mother now!”

Every time I turn around there’s something else to do
Cook a meal or mend a sock or sweep a floor or two
Listening to Jimmy Young - it makes me want to spew
I was gonna be an engineer.

Continue on back...

The focus for Family Violence Awareness Week this year was community using the slogan “It’s Everyone’s 
Business,	What	Will	YOU	Do?”	to	try	and	empower	into	action	those	that	are	bystanders	of	violence.			
Within	the	community	as	a	whole	the	committee	identified	four	main	subtargets	and	resources	were	
developed with these targets in mind.  They were the Faith Community, Business, Media Awareness and 
Sport.		A	resource	kit	was	sent	to	every	community	in	the	NWT	and	to	over	400	agencies.		Small	grants	
were given to nine communities to host their own events.  Unfortunatly we were not able to fund all those 
that applied but many communities accessed free promotional items, resources and support from our 
staff.  The communities that did recieve the grants this year were:

1. Fort Resolution
2.	 Fort Laird
3. Fort McPherson
4. Fort Providence
5. Fort Good Hope
6. Tsiigehtchic
7. Inuvik
8. Paulatuk
9.	 Tuktoyaktuk

This	year’s	events	in	the	capital	went	very	well.		The	Mayor	Worship	Mark	Heyck	officially	proclaimed	the	
week	of	September	30	-	October	4,	2013	as	Family	Violence	Awareness	Week	in	the	City	of	Yellowknife.		
The launch was hosted over lunch at the Salvation Army with Honourable J. Michael Miltenberger opening 
the event and Reverend Chris Williams, a retired Anglican Bishop and community member, speaking to 
the need for community spirit and what community members can do.  There was a youtube clip shown, 
“Children	See,	Children	Do	PSA”	that	was	developed	in	Austraila	and	really	demonstrates	how	role	
modeling within your family and community can  affect those around you.  That evening Yellowknifers took 
to	the	streets	for	the	Take	Back	the	Night	March	where	close	to	200	people	came	waving	Coalition	against	
Family	Violence	flags	and	blowing	whistles	that	were	donated	by	the	Tree	of	Peace. 

We would like to thank the GNWT Departments of Health & Social Services, Justice and the Executive for 
their continued support for these events.  

Must See on
Youtube

1. Courtney 
Martin: 
Reinventing 
feminism	(TED	
Talks)

2.	 The Bechdel 
Test for Women 
in Movies

3. The girl Effect: 
The clock is 
ticking

4. Feminism in 
Focus - Anita 
Sarkeesian

5. Phone Demo 
(IntervalHouse)

6. Children see 
and childern do

7. Women in the 
19th	Century:	
Crash Course 
US History #16

8. Bic Pens 
for Women 
(TheEllenShow)

9.	 Jigsaw: for 8 - 
10	year	olds

10.	 Dangerous 
Role Models: 
Twilight 
(lacigreen)

Family Violence Awareness Week

This year for Day of the Girl and Women’s History Month the 
Council held a Lunch & Learn featuring a few of the Youtube 
videos in our must see section.  The main focus was on feminism 
and, much like the article on the front of this newsletter, trying to 
demystify and restablish what feminism is and why it’s not a bad 
word.

Those that attended were provided a free lunch and stimulating 
conversation after the clips where shown.  This lunch and learn 
is just one of many workshops and presentations that the 
Council could put on for your community.  We have a limited 
travel budget, however, once we are in your community all of our 
workshops and presentations are free.  

If you are interested in bringing the Status of Women Council of 
the NWT to your community, and have a little bit of funding to get 
us there, please give us a call and we will gladly work with you to 
either develop a workshop for your communities needs or host 
one of the workshops that have already been developed.  Some 
topic examples are:

•	 Campaign School
•	 Self-Esteem
•	 Family Violence
•	 Internet Safety and Cyberbullying
•	 Women’s Heart Health
•	 Feminism
•	 Equality


