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2016 Wise Women Award Winners

   In This Issue
The Status of Women Council visited many communities 

accross the NWT sharing resources and spreading awareness 
around family violence, women’s leadership and asking women 

what they wanted us to focus on.

Get to know this year’s Wise Women Award Winners and learn more about 
the amazing women leading community change across the North.

Learn more about who the Status of Women Council of the NWT is and help us help 
you by sending us feedback on how you would like to see the NWT change for the 

betterment of all women. 

Fort Resolution, Health Fair

Norman Wells, WWIT Inuvik, WWIT



 Bread and Roses Event 

    2016 Wise Women Awards

Denise has organized, volunteered for and 
participated in a plethora of community events.  
She is personally dedicated to the people in her 
community.  Denise has been an educator for 
32 years and is passionate about culture-based 
education and aboriginal languages.  She has 
coordinated moose hide tanning camps and 
mentored countless young educators.  A dynamic 
leader, teacher, coach, member of the church, 
mentor, friend, Denise has touched all our lives.   

Martina was born and raised in Liidlii Kue.  She has 
learned through experience to not take anyone 
for granted in her life and is a voice of women 
who struggle to find their own.  She is passionate 
about language and speaks South Slavey.  Her has 
a strong focus on education. She is dedicated to 
spreading the word of God and is a representative 
for On Eagle’s Wings a children’s ministry program.  
She has been involved with the historical society 
preserving the local history for 25 years. Martina is 
a strong leader that has a quiet and caring nature 
always helping to empower women to be their 
best.   

Emily is always ready to help others.  She 
utilizes her past experience and traditional 
knowledge to help those in crisis and provide 
comfort to elders in their time of need.  She 
never has to be asked and is the first one to 
step up and gather others.  A beautiful example 
to the community as an elder, role model and 
wise woman, Emily is often the person called 
to learn about protocol, traditional ways and 
traditional healing.  She has been committed 
to wellness throughout her life in her roles as a 
coroner, addictions councillor and much more. 
The community is more complete with her.

Dora improves the lives of everyone around 
her.  She has worked for over 40 years to teach 
language and is celebrated as an expert on cultural 
traditions.  The community takes heart and 
strength from her wisdom.  Though life has not 
been easy for her she carries herself with courage 
and practices daily the traditional teachings of her 
people.  She is a favored interpreter and translator 
for unilingual elders and competent in at least five 
dialects.  Even when life has been unfair Dora is 
the first to help guide others in need.  Like her late 
mother before her Alice Masuzumi, Dora was born 
to be a keeper.

Edna believes strongly in the principle of paying 
it forward.  She is known throughout the 
community for her helpfulness and kindness.  
Starting with her neighborhood and working 
outward she has been the driving force behind 
the Secret Santa program in Hay River for over 
25 years.  She has created strong community 
partnerships joining forces with volunteers to 
provide for the increasing number of people 
in need.  Edna honors what she has learned 
from her Metis heritage by raising a community.  
Through her actions she has taught and trained 
a whole community how to reach out, respect 
one another and care for people.  

Denise McDonald – Beaufort Delta Region Emily Saunders – North Slave Region

Martina Norwegian – Deh Cho Region Edna Dow – South Slave Region

Dora Grandjambe – Sahtu Region

The Status of Women Council has been hosting this award since 1992. The Council 
has been recognizing women for their time, commitment and work in improving the 
lives of women and families in their communities through the Wise Women Awards. 
The awards are meant to honor women who are role models in their communities. 
It recognizes the advocacy work, support and dedication to improving the status of 

women and is meant to encourage women to continue their great work.



Community Travel
The Council was able to go many communities in the 
NWT thanks to the amazing Health Fairs the GNWT 
was hosting in many northern communities.  We got 
to meet so many amazing people.  Each community 
is unique with its own callenges and beauty.  The 
communities we were able to go to were: N’Dilo, 
Kakisa, Hay River Reserve, Jean Marie River, Lutsel L’e, 
Nahanni Butte, Tulita, Deline, Fort Resolution, Trout 
Lake, Fort Simpson and Wrigley.

We are also lucky enough to travel to six other 
communities to provide bystander training.  The “What 
Will It Take?” Workshops were to help communties 
learn more about family violence and start a 
dialogue on how they can provide support to those 
experiencing family voience. The communities we 
hosted a workshops in were: Yellowknife, Fort Good 
Hope, Fort McPherson, Inuvik, Paulatuk and Norman 
Wells.

Funding was also provided to Tuk, Fort Providence, 
Fort Resolution, Fort Simpson, Aklavik and Fort Liard 
for them to host their own workshops. It you are 
interested in hosting a workshop please contact the 
Department of Health & Social Services.  We can also 
send you a package with all the training materials.

Deline

Fort Resolution

Lutsel K’e

N’Dilo

Tulita Kakisa

Paulatuk

Hay River Reserve



1. What is feminism?
      a) someone who hates men b) a belief men & women should be equal
      c) something only for women d) a problem

2. What is the Bechdel Test?
      a) a way to tell you float b) how to judge female musicians work
      c) speech test d) a series of questions showing female presence in a movie

3. Where are the five family violence shelters currently located?
      _____________. ____________, ________________,
      ___________________, and _______________________

4. Who is the NWT Minister Responsible for the Status of Women?
      _________________ _____________________

5. What day is International Women’s Day on?
     a) December 6th b) April 17th c) June 21st d) March 8th

6. Of the 19 NWT MLAs how many are currently women?
     ______________ 

7. Who in a household should do all the cleaning?
     a) anyone physically able to contribute b) men only
     c) women only d) only pets such as dogs or cats should clean

Answers are below.

Test Your Knowledge

Deline

"little girls with 
dreams become  

women with  
vision” 

~Unknown

Thought Raisers
For the Council’s 25th Anniversary 
we wanted to hear from NWT 
women about what they see as their 
top priorities facing  women.  

We have collected many  
recommendations and thoughts 
through various events throughout 
the year.  Some events were held 
exclusively to receive more ideas 
and other events mentioned the 
collection.  Each board member 
has also been given a box to collect 
thoughts from community women.  

While traveling to communities 
outside Yellowknife we asked for 
feedback from community women 
and let them know to contact us 
either by email, phone, fax or in 
person.

Now we need your help! If you have 
a concern that you think is very 
important to changing the lives of 
women in the NWT please contact 
us.  We are working on a report that 
will capture all the thoughts and 
ideas in an anonymous way.  Even 
if your concern is too late for the 
report we still want to hear from 
you.

We are hoping to use these 
concerns as a basis for setting the 
Council’s furture priorities. 

1. B 
2. D
3. Fort Smith, Hay River, 

Inuvik, Tuk,  Yellowknife 

4. Caroline Cochrane
5. D
6. 2
7. A


